Fond Memories —New Haven ’s 
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In grief, area residents today 
recall the delight of past associa- 
tions with John Fitzgerald Ken- 
nedy — as a fun-loving freshman 
golfer on the Yale links, as a 
dedicated presidential hopeful, as 
a Yale honorary degree recipient 
and as President of the United 
States. 

Twice he came to New Haven 
while president — both occasions 
devoted to excitement and inter- 
est far over-lapping political feel- 
ings. 




“New Haven loves 
Jack,” read sign greeting 
President Kennedy on his 
visit here in October of 
1962 to campaign for the 
Democratic state ticket. 



Rising from his special, ad- 
justable rocking chair — No. 13 
— he stood June 11, 1962, under 
the elms of Yale’s Old Campus 
to be honored for his “lonely 
task” as leader of the free world 
in an era “of peace that is not 
peace and war that is not war. 

Four months later — as he had 
done two years previous — he 
swung into New Haven, the focal 
point of a motor caravan as he 
enlivened political interests in a 
state from which originated his 
strong backing for the cherished 
chair in the White House. 

Not all of his visits were filled 
with the pomp and popularity that 
distinguished his appearances in 
the role of leader of his party 
and nation. 

A Freshman Golfer 

On other, less auspicious oc- 
casions for the community, he 
came to compete with the Har- 
vard freshman golf team on the 
Westville links. He was here in 
the 1950s to take his place in the 
Yale Bowl to watch his brother, 
now Sen. Edward Kennedy, per- 
form with the Crimson eleven. 

Escorted by a state policeman, 
he visited in the Lapham Field 
House with the Harvard team and 
Ted. 

As recalled, he held fond 
memories for New Haven as as- 
sociated with his school days at 
nearby Choate School. Only re- 
cently, when he presented a grant 
for a unique juvenile delinquency 
program to the City of New Ha- 
ven, he told Register Reporter 
William Keish Jr. of those days 
as they spoke in the White House 
rose garden. 

Most vividly etched upon the 
mind of the community are his 
appearances here twice in 1962. 
On Oct. 17, on the last stage of 
of a four-hour, 50-mile swing that 
included speeches in Bridgeport, 
Waterbury and New Haven, he 
waved and greeted people in 13 
neighboring towns. 

His route was airhost entirely I 
lined with residents who sought I 
to catch a glimpse of the presi- 
dent. More than 45,000 turned out 
in Waterbury, .15,000 more than 
when he spoke in the early hours 
of election eve two years pre- 
vious. 

With 35,000 crowded into the 
New Haven Green of that cool 
October evening, President Ken- 



nedy forcefully, in his familiar 
Bostonian accent, called for the 
election of Connecticut Demo- 
crats. 

“To My College” 

“I have come to this center of 
learning in order to come back 
to my college — Yale — and I 
have enjoyed that warm recep- 
tion I have gotten from my fel- 
low Elis as I drove into this 
city.” He had been booed as his 
motorcade swept down Elm Street 
to the Green. 

But although tiring, he wound 
up that trip here with pleasure 
evident all along the way. As 
the sleek, open car traveled along 
Whalley Avenue, a woman cried, 
“Please, Jack, look this way.” 
At the moment, he turned and 
smiled at her and waved. “Isn’t 
he wonderful,” she said. 

Yale thought so in June of the 
same year. “You have brought 
to the White House a spirit which j 
has opened our eyes to prospects 
of new achievement in our own 
country, in the world, and in the 
infinite reaches of space. You 
have reminded us that we have 
a future worthy of our past.” 
With the completion of the ci- 
tation read on the Old Campus, 
he received an honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws, only the fifth 
American president to be so hon- 
orary degrees before they reached 
others, beginning with George 
Washington in 1781, received hon- 
orary degrees before they reach 
the White House. 

Tradition Shattered 
Tradition was broken as he 
came to the Yale campus on 
that occasion, including the ad- 
vance announcement of his com- 
ing, and he was invited to speak 
to. the new Yale graduates, their 
friends and members of their 
families gathered within the ivied 
campus. 

To his right — as he gently 



rocked in his special chair— were 
fellow degree recipients Dean 
Acheson, former U.S. Secretary • 
of State, and then-Sen. Prescott 
Bush. At his left was the late 
A. Whitney Griswold, president of 
Yale. 

As Americans came to know, 
his humor on that June 11 was 
delightful and proper to the sit- 
vation. The Harvard graduate told 
the Elis, “Now that I am a 
Yale man, too, it is time for 
peace." Referring to his problems 
as chief executive on the- steel 
price issue of the day, with the 



Kennedy 

Assassinated 



press, he added “I even have 
troubles with some of my Yale 
advisors,” referring to graduates 
serving on his staff.- 

President Kennedy, who had 
turned down an invitation to 
speak at the annual dinner of 
the Greater New Haven Chamber 
of Commerce earlier in the year, 
found tight security measures 
taken for his visit here for the 
Yale ceremony. 

Because of these precautions, 
he did not participate in the 
traditional walk of graduate from 
the Yale campus' of the New 
Haven Green, around Center 
Church and back to the Old 
Campus. The president arrived 
before an excited, hand-clapping, 
cheering audience gathered at 
Tweed - New Haven Airport when 
his presidential craft set down. 

Along the way, with security 
forces posted at intersections and 
atop buildings fronting on the 
Connecticut Turnpike, the motor- 
cade went through Church Street 
to Elm Street and directly to 
the gateways of the Old Campus. 



j Following the commencement 
program, the president returned 
• to the Tweed - New Haven Air- 
port where, to the thrill of area 
residents, he broke away from 
secret service men to walk to 
a retaining fence. There, as peo- 
ple pressed forward, he spoke 
with many and shook hands with 
others. 



This was at a time when se- 
curity precautions were reported 
heavier than usual. It had been 
rumored a threat had been made 
against his life by a disgruntled 
stock investor. 

At the same time, before climb- 
ing the steps to board his plane, 
he reviewed the historic, colorful 
Second Company, Governor’s Foot 
Guard, and expressed gratitude to 
the organization through Maj. 
James Fleming, commandant. 

Seventeen months earlier, the 
fur-capped red-coated. Colonial- 
style company had traveled 
through a blizzard to march in 
the parade at the inauguration of 
President Kennedy in Washing- 
ton. 

A Festive Occasion 
It was among a large contin- 
gent of New Haven area residents 
who journeyed to the nation’s 
capital for the ceremonies. 

While on the rigorous campaign 
trail leading to his election, Ken- 
nedy made one visit, but because 
of bad flying weather, missed 
another stop in New Haven. 

Mayor Richard C. Lee, who 
had been the object of Kennedy 
backing in the cancelled 1959 ap- 
pearance, headed up arrange- 
ments for the 1960 swing that 
brought the candidate here on an 
October Sunday afternoon. 

On the visit, 60,000 jammed the 
Green to hear the candidate, a 
well-tanned and vigorous man. He 
had thrilled a Waterbury audi- 
ence at 3 a.m. the same day, left 
the state that night for New Jer- 



t sey and New York and wound up 
i his campaign trail in Hartford on 

- election eve enroute to Cape Cod. 
3 On the Green he reminded state 
i party leaders, that Connecticut 
J was “the first state in the union 

- that was generous enough to sup- 
5 port my candidacy for the vice 
i presidency (in 1956) and was the 

first in the union to support my 
candidacy for the presidency.” 

Described as “a youthful iaw- 
1 maker,” then Sen. Kennedy 
t toured the state on Sept. 24, 1956, 

: making stops in Waterbury, New 
1 Haven and Hartford on behalf of 
the senatorial campaign of Thom- 

■ as J. Dodd. 

A reception was held at the 

■ Hotel Taft, when the young sen- 
. ator heard then Gov. Abraham 
1 Ribicoff, a surprise guest for the 

New Haven event, declare the im- 
portance of the city to a Demo- 
cratic triumph in the state. 

Ribicoff was to become per- 
haps the number one backer of 
Kennedy for the presidency out- 
side of his immediate famiiy. 

With the memory of the man’s 
presence in New Haven, comes 
one not rich with fulfillment. On 
Oct. 11, 1959, he had been sched- 
uled to “beef up” Mayor Lee’s 
campaign and his own, unan- 
nounced candidacy for the high 
office. 

While about 800 waited in the 
Hotel Taft ballroom, word came 
that his chartered airliner could 
not set down at the Tweed-New 
Haven Airport because of adverse 
weather conditions. 

Beyond his physical presence on 
the various occasions. President 
Kennedy’s influence was widely 
felt — by those of the citizenry 
who had thrilled to seeing the 
young president; and by a gener- 
ation now growing under the poli- 
cies and programs advanced by 
community leaders, endorsed and 
vigorously supported for New Ha- 
ven by John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 





President Kennedy in the shadow of Yale’s 
Harkness Tower during June, 1962, visit to city 
to receive honorary degree. 





